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Circular No. (48) 2020

Date: 24 November 2020

To All Healthcare Facilities

The National Health Regulatory Authority
announces, that based on the directives of the
National Taskforce for Combating the Coronavirus
(COVID-19), the private sector will be permitted to
conduct Covid-19 Serology Antibody tests to detect
the presence of a previous infection with the virus.

Furthermore, the Authority notifies all Healthcare
Facilities that this test should not be used to detect
a new infection with the virus. Also, a test result
which is positive does not necessarily prove that
there is immunity to the virus.

If antibodies are detected in individuals who have
not previously been identified as infected with the
virus, new infection should be ruled out. You should
call 444 to book for a PCR test.

If the PCR test result is negative, a positive serology
would indicate a previous infection with the virus.

Based on the above, facilities wishing to provide this
optional serology testing must apply for a
permission from the Authority and provide proof of
the availability of testing equipment in the facility or
through contracting with a laboratory licensed to
conduct the serology test.

Your cooperation is highly appreciated in improving
health services in the Kingdom.
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